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CURRENT PROJECTS 
 
Tackling gender norms and gender-based violence through women’s sports in rural Kenya, 
Principal Investigator, 2018 - 2020 

• Empirical study of the effects of an adult women’s soccer league on male and female 
attitudes towards women’s roles in eleven villages in southeastern rural Kenya 

• Semi-structured surveys and focus groups in Swahili involving 700+ adult women, adult 
males in their households, and male leaders in their communities 

• Supported by grants and in-kind support from Patrick Byrne, Adidas North America, and 
Rutgers Athletics 

• Funding supports a full-time post-doctoral fellow, the Dorothy Byrne Post-Doctoral 
Fellow in Global Health 

 
Building local capacities in ethics training and IRB review in Guatemala, Director of 
Curriculum and Evaluation 2013 – 2019 

• Development, implementation, and evaluation of a five-year intensive faculty training 
program in research ethics education and active-learning pedagogy for health 
professionals in two medical schools in Guatemala 

• Supported by an NIH Fogarty/Human Genome Research Institute training 
•  grant 

 
Exploring the role of women’s sanitation practices on physical and mental health: A pilot 
study in Mathare Valley Informal Settlement, Kenya, Principal Investigator, 2018 – 2019 

• Pilot study examining self-reported physical and mental health and its relationship to 
sanitation utilization practices among women living in an informal settlement in Nairobi, 
Kenya 

• Semi-structured interviews in Swahili with 550 adult women 
• Supported by internal seed grant funding from Rutgers Global Health Institute 

 
Developing an evidence-based ethics education program in responsible conduct of research 
(RCR) for medical trainees in Guatemala, Principal Investigator, 2018 – 2019 

• Development and testing of a new 10-week in-person RCR training program for surgical 
residents in two major hospitals in Guatemala City. 

• A controlled experiment to evaluate the effects of new program on ethical reasoning and 
issue identification abilities compared to the effects of on-line RCR education only 

• First training program in RCR for medical residents in Guatemala 
• Supported by internal grant funding from Rutgers Global (GAIA Centers) 
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Streamlining ethics review of student research at the University of Botswana: A pilot test of 
IRB task-sharing with departmental IRB Sub-committees in the Faculties of Business and 
Social Sciences, Co-investigator, 2018-2019 

• Needs assessment of training needs at departmental levels to enable task-sharing of 
ethical review with university IRBs 

• Development, implementation, and evaluation of training curricula in faculties of 
Business and Social Sciences 

• Comparison of efficiency, accuracy, and effectiveness of new task-sharing model with 
current centralized review system 

• Collaboration among faculty and staff at University of Botswana, Rutgers University, and 
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine 
 

Planetary perspectives on human health course development, Lead instructor, 2018 –  
• Development of a new undergraduate course that examines the effects of changes in the 

physical environment on human health and well-being throughout the world 
• Content development and delivery by 10 faculty representing multiple disciplines and 

four Rutgers University schools 
• Course design employs active learning pedagogy and team-based learning. 
• Creation of on-line and low-cost texts to support student learning 
• Supported by internal grant from the Rutgers Library under its Open and Affordable 

Textbook program 
 


