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-Jon Shure, Founder 

“At NJPP, we’re not running for anything, so 
we’re not running from anything. Our job is 
to help set the terms of the debate, to 
nurture ideas and put them before the 
public and policymakers – in short, to create 
the sort of liberal political climate where 
social justice and economic fairness can 
prevail.” 



Organizational History and Background 
• New Jersey Policy Perspective 

started in 1997 to advocate for 
and work to advance the 
progressive policies in NJ 

 
• Affiliations (Anti-Poverty Network 

of New Jersey; Better Choices for 
New Jersey; The State Priorities 
Partnership) 
 
 
 



Organizational History and Background 
 

• A small, down-to-earth operation 

• Four full-time employees 

• Gordon MacInnes, President 

• Jon Whiten, Deputy Director 

• Ray Castro, Senior Policy Analyst 

• David Rousseau, Budget and Tax Analyst 



AFE Experience 
Communications and Development Internship 

• Part-Time, January – July 

• Reoccurring duties/assignments 

• Special Projects 



Jersey City Tax Abatement Policy Brief 
2009 Case Study 
 
• Detailed history of tax abatements in NJ 

and Jersey City 
 

• Reported on the usage of abatements 
and their effectiveness 
 

• Pointed out shortcomings in current 
policy 
 

• Made recommendations for improving 
abatement policies 



Jersey City Tax Abatement Policy Brief 



Key Actions Taken: 
 
• Abatements should be for no longer than 10 years, and phase 

out abatement as property is transferred to new owners 
 

• Amend long term abatement law so abatements can only be 
granted in blighted areas where development would otherwise 
not take place 
 

• Municipalities should be required to continuously evaluate 
their tax abatement policy to determine if it benefits their 
residents 
 

Jersey City Tax Abatement Policy Brief 



Jersey City Tax Abatement Policy Brief 
Recommended State Level Reforms: 
 
• Require the state to review and approve all property 

tax abatements over a certain value 
 

• Limit the percent of a municipality’s revenue that can 
come from PILOTs related to abatements  
 

• Provide County with greater share of money from 
PILOT agreements 
 

 



New Jersey Subsidy Growth Report 
 



Future Employment / Courses 
Discussion 

Last Year 
• State and Local Finance 
• Public Budgeting 

 
This Fall 
• Cost/Benefit Analysis 
• Program Evaluation 
• Saving the Safety Net 
 



Question 
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