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A little bit about IDIG 

The International Development Interest Group (IDIG) is a Rutgers 

Graduate Student Organization aiming to generate interest in urban 

planning and policy within the international sphere.

IDIG functions as a forum for the exchange of ideas and information, 

as well as a platform for collaborative work around various themes 

and geographies of relevance in planning and policy work.



Past events 

In the past few years IDIG has reached the Bloustein School and the 

larger Rutgers community with speaker events ranging from 

conferences, to roundtable discussions and webinars. Some of the 

thematics that we explored through these discussions were:

Entrepreneuralism in cities, local economic development, climate 

action in cities, planning theory, international organizations, fostering 

inclusive societies to name a few



PASCAL- IDIG Webinar series (Spring 2020)

For Spring 2020, the International Development Interest Group (IDIG) partnered with the 

PASCAL International Observatory, a global alliance of researchers, policy analysts, decision 

makers and locally engaged practitioners from government, higher education, non-

governmental organisations (NGOs) and the private sector to organise a three part webinar 

series across different research areas.



Dormer Window series, Fall 2019 - roundtable discussions 
In Fall 2019 IDIG invited researchers and practitioners for discussions on themes like 

international organizations and exploring planning theory through ‘Antinomies in Planning’ 

Roundtable with Dr. Gerd Droesse on new ways of thinking of membership in international 

organizations. Dr. Droesse was the Acting General Counsel of the Green Climate Fund and assisted the 
World Green Economy Organization as General Counsel in its transition to a new type of 

intergovernmental organization



Dormer Window series, Fall 2019 - roundtable discussions 

Discussion on the ‘Antinomies in Planning, Philosophy of Holism and Holistic Planning’ with Dr. Wang Hongyang. 
The discussion  explored  antinomies in planning (such as on the one hand “planning cannot be everything” but 

on the other “planning has to be everything”) which will demonstrate not only the inadequacy of those turns but 

also the seemingly insolvable barriers for proper solutions. Dr. Wang is a Fulbright Fellow at the Center for Place, 

Culture & Politics/Ph.D. Program in Anthropology, The Graduate Center, CUNY. 



This event took 

the form of a 

workshop 

exploring the 

ideas and 

research around 

‘displacement’ 

in urban areas. 



Looking forward 
For Fall 2020 we have a few things lined up and are open for suggestions from the new 

recruits and member as well.

• Regular informal meeting sessions for discussions on topics concerning International 

development

• Continuation of the PASCAL- IDIG webinar series

• Organizing the themed event, details of which will be coming forth. Current suggestions for 

themes include Land finance, Ideas of home etc.



We are recruiting!

• Creative Director (for social media, graphic design)

• Event Coordinator (for outreach and event organization

• Secretary (for treasury, logistics, emails, documentations, etc.)

Those interested can also be members of IDIG 

Please fill out the interest form below:

https://forms.gle/wieSvYes4ew1wBn8A

Please contact Niru at  nirupama.vidyarthi@scarletmail.rutgers.edu or Jiajia at  
jz763@scarletmail.rutgers.edu for more information 

https://forms.gle/wieSvYes4ew1wBn8A
mailto:nirupama.vidyarthi@scarletmail.rutgers.edu
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