
 

Dear Rutgers University –New Brunswick Community,

A�er a great deal of thought and discussion, Dean Thakuriah and I have agreed that Dr. Thakuriah will step
away from her administra�ve role and du�es as Dean in order to resume her scholarship and research as
Dis�nguished Professor and Director of the RUCI Lab at the Bloustein School. We are grateful to Dr.
Thakuriah for her considerable achievements and contribu�ons to the School throughout her term as
Dean, and look forward to her con�nuing success on the faculty and in her field of professional and
academic pursuit.

Stuart Shapiro, the Associate Dean of Faculty at the Bloustein School, has agreed to serve as Interim Dean
effec�ve today. Interim Dean Shapiro has been at the Bloustein School for more than 18 years a�er
receiving his Ph.D. in Public Policy from Harvard University, and working at the federal Office of
Management and Budget for five years. He has wri�en three books and researches and teaches on the
impact of poli�cs and economics on U.S. regulatory decisions. He directed the Public Policy program at
Bloustein for seven years before becoming Associate Dean, and recently became the Principal Inves�gator
for the newly created New Jersey State Policy Lab.

As you know, the Bloustein School has played a vital part in enriching the academic life of Rutgers and in
serving the needs of the state, with a Ph.D. in planning and public policy and four Master’s degrees,
including a degree in city and regional planning that regularly ranks in the top five in the na�on. Bloustein
also offers five undergraduate majors and eight minors. The School has more than a dozen research
centers and ins�tutes, and annually a�racts $15 to $20 million in external grants and contracts.

We wish the best of luck to Dean Thakuriah in her new endeavors, and to Interim Dean Shapiro in his new
responsibili�es.

Sincerely,

Francine Conway, Ph.D.
Chancellor-Provost, Rutgers University-New Brunswick


